Email

Hi! 

I’m a 16 year-old-girl, and I’m writing to you to know people from other countries.

I’m a girl who likes hanging out with friends. I usually meet friends every day, but I spend more time with them at the weekends. We like going shopping, being in a bar talking, going to parties… I like listening to music very much, too. I like a lot of types of music: pop, rock, reggae… and more. I listen to music whenever I can because it is my way to switch off.

I live in the Basque Country, which is in the north of Spain and in the west of France. In our country the language is Euskera (Basque) and we also speak Spanish. I like my country very much and I’m happy living here. All my family live here too. I live with my mother, father, brother and my dog. Here in the Basque Country our school system implies:  6 years at primary school, 4 years at secondary school, and 2 years in the baccalaureate. I’m at the baccalaureate, studying science.

I’ve been writing about me for quite long, so what about you? 

Looking forward to your answer, 

Ainhize Curiel
Hi,

My name is AinhoaCastro and I´m 16 years old. I live with my parents and my brother, who is older than me, in Agurain. It’s a small village near Vitoria, which is the capital of the Basque Country. I love the Basque Country because it has got a lot of mountains around it and because its food is very good. I would like you to learn things about my country.

I´m a shy girl; however, I’m a friendly and happy person too. I enjoy swimming, and I do it twice a week. When I was a child, I practised gymnastics for 8 years but I don´t do it anymore because I haven´t got enough time. My favourite kind of music is pop although I haven´t got a favourite singer. I like meeting friends and going shopping, which I do very often.

Now I´m studying baccalaureate and when I finish it, I´ll go to university but I am not sure about what I’m going to study. I like maths, so I’m thinking about study mathematics in the future.

Looking forward to your answer. 

Ainhoa Castro 

Hi!

How's it going? I'm Ainhoa from Agurain, the Basque Country. I'm a 16-year-old girl. My teacher suggested writing an email to a friend who we don't know, so that's the reason to communicate with you. I'm writing you to practise my English and to meet friends in Europe or worldwide.

I play the flute in the local band. It isn't a big band but we have fun. I play basketball in the local team, too. We lose most of the matches we play. So we should practice more. We have very good trainers but in some cases they are a bit hard with us.

I've got one brother, his name is Imanol. He loves football. He is 13 years old. My mother's name is Dolores, but people and call Loli. She likes reading books. My father is Juanma. He is very busy during the day and I only see him at night. In my group of friends we are 8 girls and 2 boys. We go to parties, cinema...

I'm studying baccalaureate. It is my first year, although there are two years before you go to university. This year I'm not doing very well. However, I've to study. I've quite clear my future plans. I'm going to study medicine if my marks are good enough. I'm not very sure that my marks are going to be good. If I can't study it, I will be a nurse. What about you? What are you studying? Do you have any future plans?

This week it is the festival in my village. It is the best. If you want, you can come to the festival. Although it is not a very big village, there are a lot of things to do. There is a cinema, bus station, train station, supermarkets, restaurants... If you visit this village, you are going to be shocked. Haha!

What about you? What have you been up to? Write soon!!

Looking forward to your answer

Regards, 

Ainhoa Vicente

Hi peers!

Our English teacher suggested us writing an email to you to meet new people from other countries. I’m Ainitze, a 16 year-old girl. I live in Agurain which is a small town in the Basque Country. I like my town because it is near the mountains and in an hour’s time I can go to the beach. The mountains are very high and the water of the sea is too cold. The weather is bad in winter. I live with my mum and sister. My friends are very important in my life. Although we are four, we have fun together.

I love music, sports and nature. I don’t practise any sports in a team; however, I go to the gym some Saturdays and I go to watch matches of my team called Deportivo Alavés. I also like travelling. I have been to the Dominican Republic, Rome, Seville and Lanzarote with my family, I went to France with my classmates on a Comenius exchange last year, and I went to Ireland with people that I didn’t know to learn English.

I study at Aniturri high school and I’m in the 1st year of Baccalaureate (like A levels in England). When I finish school I would like to study medicine, but I think that will be too difficult. The festival in my town has already finished so now we have to catch up with our work at school. I like it very much because there are concerts and a very old fair.

What about you? Do you like travelling and music? What is your country like? Do you live near the sea or mountains?

Looking forward to your answer,

Ainitze Diez

Hi!

I´m Aitor, a 16-year-old male student. I’m writing to you because I hope I will learn more about your country. I´m from Munain, a village near Agurain,  Araba, which is one of the seven provinces in the Basque Country. 

The provinces are different from each other: Gipuzkoa has a lot of mountains and good beaches, Araba has lowlands, Nafarroa is the driest province ... The seven lands have a similar culture but traditions vary from place to place.

In the Basque Country there are rural sports called “Herri kirolak”. Along time ago, these sports, weren´t considered to be sports. They were different ways to work in the farm and other places. For example, some of these sports are related to strength like carrying weight, tug-of-war, grass cutting...

I practise one of these typical sports: wood-chopping. I have done it for two years and I train twice a week near my village with other boys and a coach. When I am ready to cut the wood outside, I will want to take part in competitions in other provinces. Which sport do you practise?

I live with my parents, my sister and Anton, who is a Rumanian friend. Anton helps us in our farm because we have a lot of work looking after the sheep. We make cheese with sheep milk and we sell it. We also have cows and horses.

I study at Aniturri high school in Agurain. Students from Agurain and Araia, a nearby town, meet together at Secondary at Aniturri. Now I´m studying the baccalaureate for two years to prepare the university entrance exam that we have to pass if we want to enter university. I want to study agricultural engineering, but I want to work in my parents´ farm too.

What about you? What about your future? What is the place you live in like? Can´t wait to hear! Write soon!!

Looking forward to your answer, 

 Aitor

Hi peers!

I’m Ane Giné. I’m a 16 year-old girl who lives in Araia, a small village in the Basque Country. Although it is not a big village, it is a very nice place. The mountains are close to Araia and it’s surrounded by them.  Do you know where the Basque Country is? It’s in the north of the Iberian Peninsula between Spain and France. There are lots of mountains and beaches.

I’m writing this e-mail to you because my English teacher told us to practise English and know new people and cultures.

I like doing Basque dances. They are typical dances in the Basque Country. I train every Friday with my friends.  We have a basketball team too. We play matches with other people from other villages.


Last year I went to France with the school. I stayed with a French family for a week. We met people from Germany, Ireland and Great Britain. Then, they came to our village and they stayed here for a week too.

I’m studying Baccalaureate. Baccalaureate is not obligatory. You have to study it for two years after secondary education and then you can go to the university or start a vocational training course. When I finish Baccalaureate I’m going to study medicine or nursing so that I will be able to work with the sick and help them.

What about you? What would you like to study or work as? What are your hobbies?

Looking forward to your answer

Ane Giné

Hi partners!

How's it going? I'm Ane and I'm 16-year-old baccalaureate student. I'm from the Basque Country, which is in the north of Spain. I'm an ordinary and outgoing girl who really likes hanging out with friends, having a laugh with them, listening to music, going shopping and surfing the net in my free time among other things. I play basketball and I've practiced it since I was 8. I'm really into this sport and I do my best at every game I play although I'm sometimes injured. I live with my parents but I have a 18-year-old brother who is studying at university in the Cannarian Islands (Spain).

Well, the reason that I'm writing this e-mail is that our English teacher suggested us doing it to improve our English and relate with other European or international students.

At the moment school is OK. I study Maths, Biology, Physics and Chemistry, Laboratory, English, Basque, Spanish, Philosophy, Science in Society and PE. I like learning English and I enjoy the practical experiments a lot. I find difficult subjects like Maths, Physics and Chemistry and Philosophy. In the future, I want to be a nurse, so I have to study hard to get good marks and enter university. I would like to help people and I think it's a job to be very proud of.

I travelled to Europe with my schoolmates last year, exactly to France, where I met a lot of European students. Some of my schoolmates travelled to Germany and maybe we'll go to another place this year. We shared a Comenius project with other schools and I think it was a very exciting experience.

I love travelling and I love summers too, so if it's possible, every year I go on holidays. This summer I went to Canada with other Spanish people to improve my English and I spent a great month there with a Canadian family. It was incredible!

What about you? What have you been up to? I really want to know you and I hope you enjoyed reading this lines. Nice to meet you!

Looking forward to your answer, 

Ane Gómez

Hi partners,

How’s it going? I am writing you to improve my English and to meet students from other countries. I’m a 16-year-old female student. I am friendly and funny, but I am shy and very lazy too. 

I play basketball in my village with my friends and I really like it. Our team’s name is Alipendi and we often lose matches. My basketball partners and I are good friends. I meet them every day in the afternoon and we go to the Gaztetxe with more young people. There we play cards and we listen to Basque music like Berri Txarrak, Esne Beltza, Hesian…this is rock and ska music. Have you got any hobbies? What is your favourite music? 

My village, Araia, is very small, it has got 2000 inhabitants. Araia is surrounded by very big mountains like Aratz. It has got a big church, a sport centre, an outpatient clinic, local arts centre, pubs, a council and a school. We study primary in Arain and when we are 12 years old, we change school and we go to the high school in Agurain. 

In the high school we have got a laboratory, art room, technology rooms… Moreover, after finishing 4 years of compulsory secondary education, in the baccalaureate, we can choose between science and arts. This year I have chosen science, so I have biology, physics and chemistry, maths and laboratory. Moreover, I learn literature, English, Basque, Spanish, philosophy… My favourite subject is biology, but it is really difficult to study. When I finish school, I am going to study criminology at university.

Last year I went to Germany with some classmates. We stayed with a German family for one week. We learnt English and we went sightseeing. We met at nights and had some parties with our German partners. This was an amazing experience. Then the Germans came to the Basque Country for one week too.

What about you? What have you been up? 

Looking forward to your answer,

Ane Viana                                        
Hi!

How’s it going? My name is Asier Arrieta. I’m a male student who is 16 years old. I’m from Agurain-Salvatierra near Vitoria-Gasteiz (the European Green Capital) in the Basque Country. I live with my parents and my brother. I study baccalaureate at Aniturri, a high school in Agurain, which is a new school for me this year.

Our English teacher suggested us writing an email to meet other international students, so that’s why I’m writing this email.

School is ok at the moment. Although everything is new for me, I try hard. I study English, Spanish, Basque and other subjects.


In the future, I hope to live in Agurain. I would like to be a basketball coach in a professional team or a sport referee so I´m studying hard. I hope to have a girlfriend and friends too.

In my free time, I go out with my friends, I go to the mountain or to the beach and I also do sports. I like listening to music, for example, Segismundo Toxicomano, La Polla Records and a lot of Basque music. I like parties and going out with my friends. My main hobby is basketball and I´m really into it because I play in one team. My favourite basket team is Baskonia and I see the matches every week. What about you?

What’s your news? What have you been up to? 

Can’t wait for your news.

Looking forward to your answer, 

Asier
Hello, 

I’m David, a 16-year-old male student who studies in Agurain, a village in the Basque Country. I live in another village which is 7 km away from Agurain, and it’s called Araia. It’s a small village, but it is very calm.

I practice all kinds of sport, apart from extreme sports. I play football on Tuesdays and Thursdays in my local team whose name is Zirauntza. I’m the goalkeeper in the team. Other players are more than 18 years old. Almost every Sunday and Saturday I go to the mountains and ride my bike or I climb mountains with my father.

The Basque Country is a community in Spain, which is in the north of the Iberian Peninsula, and it is a very mountainous country. My country is divided in seven provinces: Araba, Gipuzkoa, Bizkaia, Nafarroa, Behe Nafarroa, Zuberoa and Lapurdi.  The last three ones are in France, but they are part of the Basque Country.

My school is not very big. We have a lot of subjects, but there are not many people in each group. I´m studying the first year of baccalaureate. However, before we have studied four years of Secondary Education. Now we are going to study two years of baccalaureate and then we’ll go to university. It’s difficult if you don’t study, but in general, it is easy. The teachers are very good at their subjects, and with their students.  

In the future, I hope to study vocational training to become a sport monitor. 

What about you? Have you got any future plans? What are you studying? What is your country like?

Looking forward to your answer,

David Martin

HI!

I am Egoitz. I am a 16 year-old boy who studies at Aniturri in Agurain, the Basque Country. I live in a very small village called Zalduondo. The village has got 168 inhabitants, and it is very nice. I have one sister called Aitana, two dogs that are Oki and Barni, and 9 tortoises. Do you have any sisters or brothers?

I like doing sports and I practise trail running. I usually run with my cousin in the mountain. I play pala too, which is a Basque sport. I am interested in singing "bertsos" which is like improvising verses but in Basque. Moreover, I enjoy listening to Basque punk rock music and my favourite band is D-TOX (Distorsion Toxica). They play really good music. What about you? Do you practise any sport? What type of music do you like? I like chatting with my friends and I meet them at the Gaztetxe, which is like a youth centre, but it is an occupied house that is self-managed and run by the people in the village.

Our language is Euskera or Basque, which is the same. However, we also speak Spanish. Basque is probably the oldest language in the world, but nobody knows when it was created or where it comes from.

The Basque Country is a very nice country to live. It is divided in 7 provinces that are Araba, Gipuzkoa, Bizkaia, Nafarroa, Zuberoa, Lapurdi and Behe Nafarroa. My village is in Araba, between Agurain, which is 9km far away and Araia, which is 3km far away. Here we have some nice beaches like La Concha and Zarautz in the province of Gipuzkoa. Apart from the beaches we can say that we have a lot of mountains. Near Zalduondo we have Aizkorri and Aratz. Are there any beaches or mountains near the place you live?

At school I am studying the first year of baccalaureate after I passed the fourth year of secondary education last year. This year I am studying Maths, Physics and Chemistry, Technology, Spanish, Basque, Philosophy, Drawing and some other subjects. Last year I went on an exchange to Germany with some other students and we had a really good time.

In the future I want to be a renewable energy engineer. What would you like to be in the future?

Looking forward to hearing from you.

Bye!

Egoitz

EMAIL TO EUROPE and the world

Hi !

I’m a 16-year old female student. The reason to write this e-mail is my English teacher. She asked us to write an e-mail to somebody in Europe or another country to know new people and practise English with them.

I have very good friends, but I like making new ones. I play basketball with my friends, and I love singing and dancing too. I listen to Basque music but I sometimes listen to songs that are hits worldwide. My family is very important for me, that’s why I always count on them to solve my problems and I usually meet all my cousins at weekends for lunch. I’m polite and happy, and I know a lot of people in my village and around.

My country is beautiful and touristic. There are a lot of mountains and small villages. The weather is cold in winter and it usually snows, but in summer the weather is nice. My school is called Aniturri. Our school system is not similar to the A levels in England. This year I’m in a level called baccalaureate and we have 9 subjects.

What about you? I would like to know things about you. For example, your age, where you are from, your family, if you have got a favourite song! Can’t wait for your answer.

Bye (
Erkuden
Hi! 

My name is Gorka and I'm a 16-year old male student. I study at Aniturri secondary school. I have already studied 4 years of secondary and now I'm studying 2 more years before going to university. Here we call these 2 years "bachiller" or baccalaureate. What do you call post-secondary studies in your country? My hobbies are playing football and listening to music, but I also enjoy practising any kind of sport. Do you practise any sport?

In my family we are three: my mom, my sister and me. My father doesn't live with us because my parents are separated. Do you have any pets? I have a cat whose name is Anubis. It's a stressed and black cat. I live in Araia, a small village which is 8 km away from where I study, so I have to go to school by bus every morning.

As I have said before, I like playing football, and I read news about it too. I also watch sports news on TV. My favourite team is Athletic Club Bilbao. They are from the Basque Country. If you like football, what is your favourite team? And your favourite player? I also said that I like listening to music, but not any kind of music. I prefer rock, punk or rap music. I find listening to music very exciting. What kind of music do you listen to? Do you have any favourite song?

Looking forward to your answer,
Regards, 
Gorka

Iker Resano

AN INFORMAL EMAIL

Hi friend!

How’s it going? My name is Iker Resano and I’m a 16 year-old boy. I’m writing you because I want to meet friends in Europe and to practise English.

I live in Agurain, a village in the Basque Country, Spain, with my parents and my sister. My father‘s name is Juanan and my mother’s name is Nekane. My sister is Saioa.

 I study at Aniturri, the secondary school in Agurain. I have to be here for two years before going to university. In the future I will study a career to become a sport trainer because I like sports a lot.  

In particular, I enjoy playing basketball. At the moment I’m playing for a team in Vitoria, the capital of the Basque Country. I would like to be a professional player but it’s very difficult.

In my free time I hang out with my friends. We sometimes play basketball outdoor. However, the weather is very cold here so we have to stay in the club we share. In the club we usually play videogames and watch football and basketball matches on TV.

What about you? How old are you? What are your hobbies? How is the country where you live?

I’m looking forward to hearing from you soon,

Iker

Hello!

My name is Iñigo. I'm a 15-year-old male student who lives in a small town called Agurain. It's located in the Basque Country, 25km away from the capital city Vitoria.

I'm really into archery. I'm part of the Basque archery team that is going to take part in the National Archery Championship. I'm not the best archer in the world but I think I'm not a bad archer, either. What about you? Do you practice any sport? Which sport is it?

Apart from archery, I really like reading, cooking and riding bikes. I love J.R.R. Tolkien's novels like The Lord of the Rings and that kind of stuff. I also like cooking some easy recipes, especially Basque gastronomy and Italian food. About riding bikes I can't tell you anything because it's only a hobby that hasn't got any particular characteristics. Do we share any likes or do you prefer something else?

About school I can't tell much. I'm studying 1st year of baccalaureate and it's quite hard. However, it might not be as hard as in other countries. My favourite subjects are Maths, Physics and Chemistry. What can you tell me about school in your country? Has it got any difference with schools in Spain or the Basque Country? Which subjects are your favourite?

In the future I'm thinking about studying a Maths grade at the UPV/EHU (the Basque public university) or probably an engineering grade. What about you? What are your plans for the future? Have you decided something about your future life?

I don't know what else to tell you because this is the first time I've written to somebody I don't know in another country, so I hope you'll answer me.

Looking forward to your answer,

Iñigo
Hi!

I’m Irati Beitia. I’m a 16-year-old female student from the Basque Country. This year I´m studying baccalaureate at Aniturri school in Agurain. I have to study for one more year in this school if I want to go to University, but before being admitted in one of the Basque Country University I must take an entrance examination and it is very hard. Firstly, I must pass this school year. I have the intention to become a teacher in the future. However, I don’t know if I will get it. What about your studies?

In my free time I play the clarinet in the local band. I have been practising it since I was 9 years old. I also like going out with my friends and listening to music. What are your hobbies?

I live in a small village, which is called Munain and it is 4 kilometres from Agurain. In Munain there are a lot of oaks that are 1000 years old. They are so beautiful! Apart from that, there isn’t much to do, so I usually go to Agurain to meet my friends.

What about you? I hope to get news from you soon.

Regards, 

IRATI BEITIA

HELLO!

I’m Irati Ramirez, a 16-year-old girl who is studying baccalaureate at Aniturri School. I’m from the Basque Country, exactly from Bilbao, but now, I’m living in a small town whose name is Langarika.

My favourite sport is swimming because I have been practising it since I was five, but I’m interested in cycling and playing football too. However, I’m more likely to watch football than to play it and my favourite football team is “Athletic Club Bilbao”. Moreover, I would say that for me, Athletic is one of the most important things in my life. Apart from that, I’m really into going shopping, listening to music, going to parties with my friends… How about you? Which are your hobbies?

Do you live in a small town or in a city? I live in a small town, 20km far from the city, with my parents and my younger brother. He is 11 years old and his name is Mikel. My parents are teachers and they go to work by car every day.

My school, which is in Agurain, isn’t very big, and we are not too many students; there are two or three groups in each level. The place isn’t very beautiful but it isn’t a bad place to study. The classes are very small and there are usually from 15 to 20 students in each class. Most people here are friendly and the teachers aren’t too bad either.

Now, I must study two more years here, but then, I hope I will be studying at university in Bilbao. I think that I will study Maths or Economics, but I’m not still sure about it. What about you? Which are your future plans?

I really want to know something about people in other countries, so it would be really nice if you write back. Can’t wait to hear! Maybe we can become good friends.

Looking forward to your answer,

IRATI RAMIREZ

Hi friend,

    I am Joseba Lahidalga who is a male student. I am sixteen and I am studying a baccalaureate at Aniturri in Agurain, the Basque Country. I live in Narbaixa a nearby village, so I have to take a bus every day to go to school. In my family there are four people: my mother, my father, my sister and me. 

    I’m really into riding bicycles and I find playing basketball with my friends interesting. However, I don’t do this sport in a team. I do it on my own. I enjoy when I am riding a bicycle and I feel the breeze. It’s really exciting.

   I live in the Basque Country, which is in the north of Spain. This is a very beautiful country because we have everything. On the one hand, we have very good beaches and on the other hand, we have lovely mountains to go climbing or trekking. 

   I have told you that I’m doing my post obligatory studies, so before September I had to choose some subjects thinking about my future. I have chosen technology, physics, chemistry, technical drawing and maths. You will probably think that I want to do something scientific and you are right. In the future I would like to be an engineer.

  What about you? What would you like to be in the future? What are your hobbies?

Looking forward to hearing from you, 

Joseba Lahidalga

Hi European or international peers,

How is it going? I´m a 16-year-old female student from the Basque country and I´m writing this letter because our English teacher suggested us writing an email to people in Europe or other countries. She wants us to practise English and make new friends. I find this a really good idea. For example, last year we went to Germany and it was an unforgettable experience. With these international experiences, we can meet a lot of people and know more about any other place. 

As I said before, I live in the Basque Country, which is in the north of Spain and near France; however, here, we call our country Euskal Herria.

On the other hand, in my family, we are five:  my parents, my two younger brothers and I. I like listening to music, playing basketball, surfing the net, hanging out with my friends and watching TV in my free time.

Now, I am doing the baccalaureate, which is a two years’ course to prepare the university entrance exam. It is the equivalent to A-levels in England, so in two years’ I hope I’ll be at university. During the baccalaureate you can choose what you want to study. You can choose between science and arts, so you have to choose some subjects like biology, history, computer science, economy, laboratory techniques, etc. However, there are some compulsory subjects like English, Spanish and Basque languages.

What about you? What are you studying? Would you like to go to university? What can you tell me about your country?

Write back!!!

Looking forward to your answer,

Maitane Gil

AN INFORMAL EMAIL

Hi friends!
How are you? I’m writing this letter because our teacher suggested us writing an email to you. She wants us to practise our English and to meet people from other countries.

I’m a 16-years-old female student who likes basketball, Basque dance and playing the trikitixa, which is an instrument that is like the accordion but smaller and its sounds really pretty.

I study at Aniturri High School in Agurain. I’m doing my first year of the baccalaureate. Although the level would be the A levels in England, the system is different. We have 10 subjects, for example, Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, Basque, Spanish, English, Physical Education, Laboratory, Biology … I’m studying science and biology because I’m interesting in working in laboratories to create new medicines for the sick.

Last year I went to Germany on a Comenius exchange. The experience was great. I made a lot of German friends and I learnt a little German. I’ll never forget this trip.

Two years ago I was given a scholarship by the Basque Government to go to Ireland and study English. I stayed one month with a family and I met people from Dubai, Basque people, Spanish people and Irish people. I learnt a lot of English and Arabic too. I’ll never forget this nice month.

What’s your news? What are you up to? I really want to know about you. Write soon! (
Big hug for you! (
Looking forward to your answer!! :)

Nerea Gomez

Hi!

How’s it going?  I’m a 16-year-old girl. I study at Aniturri high school. Our teacher suggested us doing something to contact with our European partners or other students and I´m writing this e-mail to meet people from other countries.

I live with my parents in a small village called Araia in the Basque Country. I haven’t got any brothers or sisters and I have a pretty fat but really beautiful cat.

I’m a medium height girl. My hair is brown and my eyes too. I’m a funny girl and I love having a great time with my friends.

I have a lot of hobbies. One of them is basketball. I play in a basketball team with my friends. We don’t win many matches but we enjoy it. We train twice a week and we play matches on Saturdays. I play one instrument: the Trikitixa, which is a Basque instrument. It’s smaller than an accordion. I like hanging out with my friends and we always go to the Gaztetxe, which is a squat for young people that functions as a youth center. What about you? Do you play any instrument or play any sport?

I said before that I study at Aniturri high school. I study the Baccalaureate. The system implies 4 years at secondary which are compulsory and afterwards, you can do the Baccalaureate for two years, although it isn’t obligatory. Then, you can go to University. I’m in the first year of the Baccalaureate and there are two years to prepare the university entrance exam. What are you doing now? 

Last year, I went to Germany with my classmates for a week to practise our English. We went on an exchange with the Germans partners and then they came to the Basque Country for a week too.

Last year, I also went to Paignton (England) for a month because I was given a scholarship. I stayed in a lovely family and I learnt a lot about the culture and especially the English. We went 30 people from the Basque Country and now we have a great bond of friendship among us. It was an experience that I will never forget.

Write soon ! 

Regards,

Paula

Hello!

My name is Uralde and I´m a 16 year-old girl. I study at Aniturri Secondary School. I’m studying the baccalaureate, which consists of 2 years to prepare the entrance to university. In the future I would like to study medicine. I’m writing to you because my teacher asked me to meet new friends and to improve my English.

I live in Agurain, a town in the Basque Country. In winter it is usually cold and it rains a lot. Where do you live? I have sister, whose name is Mireia, and she is 9 years old. Have you got any brothers or sisters?

In my free time I like hanging out with my friends a lot and I also enjoy listening to music. When I’m sad I listen to my favourite band and it makes me happy. I play the clarinet and the txistu, which is a typical instrument here in the Basque country. What about you? What do you like doing in your free time? Do you like music or do you play any instruments? I like playing basketball too. I play in a female team with my friends here in Agurain. Do you do any sports? 

I’m looking forward to your answer

URALDE

Hello!

I’m Xabi and I’m a male student from the Basque Country in a high school called Aniturri. This year I’m studying the first year of baccalaureate, so I still have to pass two school years before going to university. Our high school is small because we live in a rural area full of little villages. But even being a small school we can choose among a lot of subjects. I’m doing a scientific baccalaureate because I want to be an economist in the future or study engineering. 

I like sports, specially football, basketball, tennis and table tennis. I enjoy playing table tennis just for fun. I used to play in a football team two years ago, but for the last two years we haven’t had any team in Agurain. I enjoy listening to a lot of kinds of music. Apart from Basque local music, I like international groups like Green Day, Sum 41, Linkin Park, Rise Against and etc.  

I live in the Basque Country, which is located in the north of the Iberian Peninsula between France and Spain. It is a country where we have mountains inland and also a lot of coast appropriate for surfing and swimming in the summer. We have our own culture, with dances, traditional music and bertsolaritza (which is singing about a subject, with an improvising rhyme). We also have our typical gastronomy and a lot of really good restaurants of haute cuisine.

Last year we went on an exchange with a German high school with the European programmes of our school. It was a really good experience for me and my mates because we went to a different country and we could stay with people from another country. 

So this is my letter. I hope to have a reply from any European or international student telling me about their hobbies, their country and their culture.

Looking forward to your answer,

Xabier Mendaza Sagastizabal

